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The impact of rapid globalization 
on the Asia-Pacific region in-
spired NGO practitioners at dif-

ferent levels, and scholars from various 
disciplines to explore the role of the Third 
Sector in the face of crises, challenges, or 
more optimistically, opportunities.  The 
6th ISTR Asia and Pacific Regional Con-
ference intends to highlight the relevant 
issues the Third Sector comes across in 
the process of delivering services, as well 
as of advocating for policy changes and 
social transformation.  As a result, the 
main theme of the conference is ‘Chang-
es, Challenges and New Opportunities,’ 
aiming to point out both current trends 
and future possibilities in the studies and 
practices of the Third Sector. 

It was a great honor for us to attract numerous re-
searchers and NGO practitioners to present their work and 
share their experiences in the Asia-Pacific area.  In total, 183 
abstracts were submitted.  We invited several ISTR board 
members and renowned scholars to form an academic com-
mittee, and provide abstract reviews and academic guid-
ance.  The members of academic committee include Joanne 
Baulderstone, the late Ledivina V. 
Cariño, Masayuki Deguchi, Yasha-
vantha Dongre, Wendy Earles, Sa-
miul Hasan, Michael H. H. Hsiao, 
Shih-Jung Hsu, Patrick Kilby, 
Chung-Hwa Ku, Mark Sidel, Juree 
Vichit-Vadakan, and Naoto Yam-
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auchi. Finally, 140 abstracts and 4 pan-
els have been accepted for presentation 
in the conference.  The organizers will 
provide a limited number of scholarships 
designed to encourage the participation 
of researchers from developing countries 
in Asia-Pacific region and Ph.D. students 
whose research interests are focused on 
the third sector and its related research 
topics in Southeast and South Asia.  In 
total, 14 researchers and 11 Ph.D. stu-
dents received funds to support their at-
tendance at the conference in Taiwan.

The majority of contributors are 
from Japan, India, Australia and Taiwan. 
Their foci vary from the broader social, 
economic, political and cultural contexts, 

including poverty, gender, immigration, civil society, com-
munity development, CSR and social enterprise, democracy 
and human rights, to those internal issues the Third Sector 
and NGO encounter at the operational level, including man-
agement, transparency, governance, accountability, legitima-
cy, partnership, professionalism, and voluntarism.  Among 
these topics, it is observed that CSR and social enterprise, 
community development, management and governance are 

the most prevalent themes.  Several 
papers also successfully link theo-
retical arguments with empirical 
evidence and case studies.

One of the main objectives of 
the conference is to provide a plat-
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Dear ISTR members and friends,

The past several months have been a time of 
energetic activity for ISTR.  Our colleagues 
in Mexico have organized and held a spec-

tacularly successful Latin America and the Caribbean 
Regional Conference; our colleagues in Taiwan are or-
ganizing what promises to be an equally vibrant Asia 
Pacific Regional Conference in November; and ISTR 
has been working on other new initiatives as well.  
This column describes some of these recent develop-
ments and points the way toward our key activity in 
2010 – ISTR’s Ninth International Conference in July 
at Kadir Has University in Istanbul, Turkey.

Over four hundred scholars, activists and stu-
dents came together for the ISTR Latin America and 
the Caribbean Regional Conference held at the Tecnológico 
de Monterrey in Mexico City in early July.  Participants 
ranged from students and young faculty attending an ISTR 
event for the first time, to ISTR veterans.  Dozens of panels 
and other events explored the key issues facing the third sec-
tor in Latin America and the Caribbean, and our colleagues 
in Mexico formed an ISTR affiliated organization at the end 
of the conference.  More information is available at our web-
site, www.istr.org, and at www.cemefi.org/congreso/.  This 
was one of our largest and most successful regional confer-
ences in recent years, and the ISTR international board met 
in conjunction with the Mexico City conference and board 
members were able to actively participate.  Our congratula-
tions to all the organizers of this spectacular event.

Our colleagues in Taiwan have been exceptionally ac-
tive in organizing this November’s Asia Pacific Regional 
Conference.  I have the privilege of serving on the academic 
committee for the conference, and all of us have been im-
pressed with the depth and range of proposals made for 
presentations at the meeting.  The Asia Pacific Conference 
will be held at National ChengChi University in Taipei in 
early November, and ISTR members and friends from Asia 
and around the world are warmly welcome to attend.  More 
information is at http://333.nccu.edu.tw/istr.  Some of the 
discussions at the Asia Pacific Conference – echoing con-
cerns and dialogues at the Mexico City conference this past 
July– will focus on the impact of the economic crisis of the 
past several years on the third sector.

We are also deep into preparations for ISTR’s Ninth 
International Conference, to be held next July at Kadir Has 
University in Istanbul, Turkey.  The call for papers and con-
tributions for the conference has been issued in Arabic, Eng-

lish, Chinese, German, Spanish and Turkish (and shortly in 
French) and is available at our growing website, www.istr.
org.  We invite proposals for panels, papers, and posters from 
scholars and others working on the third sector from any-
where in the world.  The deadline for proposals is October 
19.  The Turkish organizing committee for the conference 
and our terrific Baltimore-based staff have been working 
nonstop on preparations for the Istanbul conference – which 
we anticipate will attract over 700 people – and we look 
forward to welcoming all of you there.  Over the next several 
months you will also see word via the ISTR website, our list-
serve, and messages from ISTR of special workshops, panels 
and other activities at the Istanbul conference next July.

In addition to these important regional and interna-
tional activities, a number of other things have been going on 
at ISTR.  The editor of Voluntas, Rupert Taylor, is stepping 
down after eight successful years in that demanding job.  We 
are grateful for all of Rupert’s exceptional contributions to 
Voluntas over many years, and to editing a collection of es-
says on the role of the third sector in conjunction with the 
Voluntas editorship that will appear from Springer next year.  
We are also grateful for the contributions made by our book 
review editor, Ebenezer Obadare, over many years as well.

As announced earlier, Bernard Enjolras, Research Di-
rector of the Institute for Social Research in Oslo, will be 
taking over as editor of Voluntas on January 1, 2010, and 
we look forward to Bernard’s continuing and enhancing the 
quality of Voluntas and its impact around the world.  We 
urge all of you – from whatever countries or regions you may 
be – to consider submitting your work to Voluntas.

We have also been continuing and increasing our out-
reach to areas of the world where there are growing third sector 
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Naoto Yamauchi and Mark Sidel with workshop participants in Osaka.
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research communities but relatively little contact with schol-
arly colleagues and institutions in other parts of the world.  
Third sector research is growing – sometimes very quickly 
– in China, the Middle East and the Gulf, Africa, and other 
areas, and we are working hard to build links in those areas.  
In Iran, Cuba, and other countries, third sector researchers are 
eager for contact with their counterparts around the world, 
and we are working to facilitate that communication.

We have also begun convening discussions and work-
shops on the impact of the economic crisis on the third sector, 
philanthropy, and civil society around the world – a set of is-
sues of significant interest to many ISTR members and with 
diverse ramifications around the world.  With the support of 
the Japan Foundation, the Osaka School of International Pub-
lic Policy (OSIPP) and ISTR convened a planning workshop 
on this theme in July that drew participants from Japan, Chi-
na, Hong Kong, Korea and the United States for several days 
of intensive discussion on the crisis and the nonprofit sector. 

The planning workshop was convened and co-chaired 
by our board member Professor Naoto Yamauchi of OSIPP 
and JANPORA.  Participants addressed the impact of the 
crisis on domestic giving; on national policies toward the 
third sector; on transnational, diaspora and corporate giving; 
on the scope and types of volunteering underway; and a host 
of other fascinating problems.  These are important issues, 
and we plan to build from that planning workshop into a 
series of symposia in Japan, China and the United States on 
the impact of the crisis on the third sector in Asia and the 
United States.

This theme is also reflected in many other aspects of 
ISTR’s recent programs.  Members of the board spoke on a 
panel on the impact of the crisis on the third sector at the 
Latin America and the Caribbean Regional Conference in 
Mexico City in July.  The Asia Pacific Conference in Novem-
ber will focus in part on these important issues (as will my 
keynote at that meeting).  Workshops on the impact of the 
crisis are under discussion in Australia and New Zealand, the 
Gulf, and other regions.  Voluntas is considering devoting a 
special issue to the problems raised by the crisis of the third 
sector.  And we expect other activities to emerge over the next 
year as well – including a number of panels and papers at the 
ISTR International Conference next year in Istanbul.

Of course, ISTR continues to face many challenges 
as well.  The board engaged in a strategic planning process 
leading up to the board meeting in Mexico City in July. 
This effort is being chaired by our board member and Presi-
dent-elect Brenda Gainer, and has produced a draft strategic 

plan and established a number of task forces that will ex-
plore expanded programs, funding, publications and other 
activities for ISTR.  More information on those plans will 
be forthcoming in the next couple of months.  We continue 
to work hard on expanding our individual and institutional 
memberships, and urge all of you to renew your member-
ships – and to tell others of the benefits of ISTR conferences 
and other activities. 

We also continue to work hard on funding, particular-
ly now that virtually all the traditional funders of ISTR and 
other “infrastructure” organizations in our field have moved 
entirely away from core funding of these organizations.  In 
our work with private and public funders around the world, 
we have moved from discussions of core funding to dialogue 
on ISTR-convened and organized programs that strengthen 
our understanding of the third sector and its roles in the 
lives of our communities, and we will be doing even more 
on this score over the next several years.

So it has been, as you can see, an exceptionally busy 
time at ISTR.  As always, this level of work and activity 
would not be possible without the exceptional efforts of our 
Executive Director, Margery Daniels, to whom we contin-
ue to be grateful each day for all of her work.  A number 
of board members and other ISTR members have devoted 
many, many hours to growing our sector and to ISTR, and 
we are grateful to them as well – Brenda Gainer has spent 
many hours chairing our strategic planning efforts; Naoto 
Yamauchi convened and hosted the ISTR planning work-
shop in Japan; our exceptional colleagues in Mexico City 
and throughout Latin America and the Caribbean organized 
a superb regional meeting; and our colleagues in Taiwan are 
currently doing the same.  We are grateful to all of them, 
and to all of you who continue to contribute to the strength-
ening of research on the third sector and to ISTR.

As always, I look forward to hearing from ISTR’s 
members and friends.  I can always be reached at mark-
sidel@uiowa.edu, and urge all of you to be in touch on ISTR 
activities whenever you would like.  I look forward to seeing 
many colleagues at the Asia Pacific Regional Conference in 
Taipei in November, and all of you at ISTR’s Ninth Interna-
tional Conference in Istanbul next July!

With warm wishes to all of you.
 
 
Mark Sidel
President, ISTR
Professor of Law and Faculty Scholar, University of Iowa
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form for the scholars and field workers who are interested 
in the same issues or concentrated on the same geographic 
areas to bridge the connections for exchanges and possibili-
ties for collaboration.  One distinguishing feature, which 
the conference intends to underline, is the planning of the 
roundtable discussion on ‘Disaster Relief and the Third 
Sector.’  The recent typhoon Morakot has generated con-
siderable damage to Taiwan’s natural environment as well 
as the well-being and security of people.  Several issues and 
suggestions have been brought up by Taiwanese NGOs in 
terms of lack of coordination among governmental sectors, 
lack of comprehensive regional planning and land-use poli-
cies, lack of disaster relief and reconstruction policies, as 
well as lack of experienced personnel.  We hope to advance 
the discussion on the role the Third Sector can play while 
facing natural disasters, including earthquakes, floods, 
and tsunami.

In addition to the academic section, we also aim to 

include Taiwanese NGOs to play a part in the conference.  
As a result, an NGO Exhibition will serve as a platform 
for NGOs to present their work and to share their experi-
ences in the field, as well as in the policy and advocacy areas.  
Moreover, we also hope participants can have the chance to 
explore the hosting institution—National ChengChi Uni-
versity, with which the Center for the Third Sector is af-
filiated, and a special event—Cultural Night, is planned to 
invite local Taiwanese performing groups to display cultures 
and arts in our society. 

We are grateful for the generous support and advice 
which we received during the planning of and preparation 
for the conference, from different sectors in Taiwan, particu-
larly the National Science Council, Center for Asia-Pacific 
Area Studies (CAPAS) of Academia Sinica, Taiwan Founda-
tion for Democracy, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of 
Education, and Ministry of Interior.  We also want to give 
special thanks to the Grateful Welfare Foundation for their 
openhanded contributions.   We welcome you to join us and 
experience the vibrant Third Sector in the Asia-Pacific re-
gion.  We look forward to seeing you in Taipei.

For more conference details, please visit http://333.
nccu.edu.tw/istr

The 6th ISTR Asia and Pacifi c Regional 
Conference on the Third Sector

Australia   17

Bangladesh   4

Fiji    1

PRC/ Hong Kong  8

India    14

Indonesia   1

Iran    1

Japan    31

Kenya    1

Korea    5

Malaysia   1

Nepal    4

New Zealand   1

Philippines   6

PRC/China   3

South Africa   1

Taiwan    28

Thailand   3

United Kingdom   4

United Arab Emirates  2

USA    3

Vietnam   1

Total    140

Table 1: Complete statistics: Nationality of the authors

     Nationality      Number of Abstracts        Nationality    Number of Abstracts

Australia   17 New Zealand   1
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ISTR Board Begins Strategic Plan

The board of directors of ISTR has begun a strategic 
planning process, funded by a grant from the Kellogg 

Action Lab.   Barry Knight, a UK based consultant, was 
hired to conduct research and facilitate this work.  Barry has 
a long-standing interest in research into voluntary action, 
civil society, and philanthropy.  From 2002 to 2005, Barry 
was a Senior Visiting Fellow at the Centre for Voluntary Ac-
tion Studies at the University of Ulster. 

After conducting extensive research with the ISTR 
membership, former and current board members, and our 
funders, Barry prepared a report for the board which exam-
ined the future of ISTR.  This report was used as the basis 
for the strategic planning meeting at the July board meet-
ing, held in conjunction with the Seventh Regional Confer-
ence for Latin America and the Caribbean in Mexico City.  

There was agreement about the Society’s goals, mis-
sion and values – building a community of researchers that 
includes academic scholars and practitioners;  providing 
value to researchers through creating opportunities for dis-
semination of research through conferences and publications 
and for research partnerships through networking; enhanc-
ing the excellence, legitimacy and influence of the field of 
third sector studies as an academic discipline; and contrib-
uting to social justice and social change through the appli-
cation of research to practice.

The major challenge facing ISTR is funding our core 
operations which are dependent on funding from founda-

tions whose interests and strategies are changing.  We 
need to develop a new financial model based on alternative 
sources of revenue generation. 

There are four main sources of sustainable revenue 
for ISTR in which the Society has demonstrated expertise 
and experience.  The board therefore decided to focus fu-
ture efforts on developing greater value (for both individual 
members and the Society as a whole) in each of these four 
main areas:  membership services, conferences and conven-
ing, publications, and special research-based projects.  

A number of Task Forces were created to evaluate the 
potential of a number of different areas for development.  
Each task force is responsible for analyzing project ideas in 
their areas and bringing specific recommendations back to 
the board.  These recommendations will be for specific proj-
ects that will contribute to ISTR’s mission and goals through 
creating enhanced value that will in turn spin off positive 
revenue streams.  The task forces which have been estab-
lished include Thematic Projects, Academic Centers, Con-
ference Add-Ons, Publications, and Website Development.   
Each task force is led by a member of the board and all board 
members are participating in at least one of these groups.  
Other ISTR members are also being asked to participate.

As always, we need ideas and feedback from ISTR 
members.  If you wish to comment on or provide ideas 
to the board as they proceed with this important work, 
please get in touch with Brenda Gainer, ISTR president- 
elect, who is coordinating this process.  Brenda’s e-mail: 
bgainer@schulich.yorku.ca. 

I S T R  A F R I C A  W O R K S H O P  

A Joint Workshop of ISTR and 
TrustAfrica 
Democracy and  Governance in 
Africa: (Dis) Enabling the Public Sphere
Deadline for Submission: OCTOBER 30, 2009

Call for Contributions

In July 7-10, 2010, the International Society for Third Sec-
tor Research (ISTR) will hold its 9th International Confer-

ence at the Kadir Has University in Istanbul, Turkey under 
the theme Facing Crises: Challenges and Opportunities Confront-
ing the Third Sector and Civil Society.  Together with ISTR 

and other African institutions and researchers, TrustAfrica 
intends hosting a full day meeting on the theme Democracy 
and Governance in Africa: (Dis) Enabling the Public Sphere.  
In addition, a panel on the topic will be proposed for the 
ISTR conference itself.  Authors of accepted papers will be 
assisted to attend both events.  This is a joint call for ab-
stracts that, from a civil society perspective, addresses the 
question of democracy and governance in Africa, yesterday, 
today and tomorrow.

It has long been argued that, in distinctive ways, Af-
rica suffers from a governance crisis.  In many countries 
substantive, as opposed to cosmetic, democratic progress 
has yet to be made.  And instances are increasing where 
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democratic gains already achieved are being eroded.  The term 
‘democratic deficit’ is probably too bland and euphemistic a 
term to describe the acute, systemic failures of (party-based) 
politics on the continent.  Accompanying this state of affairs 
is a purposeful shrinking of the public sphere for citizens and 
their formations, with increasing limits to their engagement 
in public affairs and debates.  Necessary information is with-
held.  Journalists are threatened, or worse.  Open debate is 
curtailed.  Criticism is too readily treated as insurrection.  On 
the pretext of counter-terrorism and anti-corruption, one can 
observe a growing trend among African states to create repres-
sive regulatory and administrative conditions for citizens and 
their associations.  Recent examples are seen in the Gambia, 
Ethiopia, Uganda and Zimbabwe.  Is this situation a reflec-
tion of an inability to establish trusted forms of governance 
that correspond to deep issues of identity and political cul-
ture?  Might it stem from a legacy of colonial models that are 
worse than inappropriate because they provide a vehicle which 
inhibits creation of ‘home grown’ political dispensations that 
satisfy polities’ effective control over those who govern?  Does 
it signal the questionable relevance of citizenship and civic 
agency as meaningful drivers for democratic reform?  These, 
and many more queries are needed to understand the place of 
civil society in the African political malaise.

States, Civil Societies and Governance

In almost all African countries, political liberation was 
supported extensively by spontaneous people’s move-

ments, faith-based formations and various constellations 
of civil society.  A close link existed between civil society 
– understood in that era as people, whose civic rights were 
denied, self-organizing for political ends -- and what was to 
emerge as an indigenous political society.  From North to 
South, West to East, civil societies – be they legally recog-
nised or informal - played critical roles in the dismantling of 
colonialism, apartheid and other forms of domination.  This 
force for political reform was not only true of Africa—it was 
also true of other parts of the world.  In Eastern and Central 
Europe, an unaided civil society played a major role in the 
fall of communist states and the subsequent waves of democ-
ratization that followed.

In Africa, spurred by a liberal market ideology and 
its economic instruments, disillusionment with post-inde-
pendence one-party nation-building and the ‘developmen-
tal state’ gradually set in.  Consequently, inspired by the 
changes brought about by people’s power elsewhere, a num-
ber of donors and some governments invested heavily in civil 

society as an alternative agent of change.  The associated 
theory and logic were linear - strong civil societies ‘produce’ 
better governance.  In some quarters civil society was even 
considered as a ‘magic bullet’ in solving Africa’s problem of 
‘under-development’.  Civil society’s role was not limited to 
the arena of political and civil liberties.  It was also seen as 
instrumental in promoting well-being, influencing public 
policy, reducing poverty and administering humanitarian 
aid.  Civil society, in particular, non-governmental organisa-
tions (NGOs) associated with foreign aid, assumed signifi-
cant roles and became major forces in development.  Many 
African regimes still equate civil society with NGOs, which 
obscures an important analytic distinction between aided 
and un-aided formations of civil society.

Given the foregoing impetus and expectations, over 
the past decade investment in multi-country studies have 
attempted to map the forms and quantify the value of civil 
society, typically understood as the economic domain of 
non-profit organizations, or a third sector.  Results of this 
work show a highly varied, but generally substantial contri-
bution of the third sector as a proportion of a country’s gross 
domestic product, including in Africa.  A paradox, therefore, 
is that the substantive role of the third sector has been over-
shadowed by the dominance of state and market narratives 
of how societies change.  With no place, for example, in of-
ficial statistics, the realm and scope of civic agency remained 
on the sidelines.  However, infusions of foreign aid and calls 
for ‘people’s participation’ have brought civil society out of 
the shadows, but not in the way that original theory sug-
gests.  There is increasing evidence of a complex, non-linear 
relationship between states, civil society and governance on 
the continent.  For example, the evolution of civil society 
may be challenging the status quo, but not necessarily for 
the public good.  Civic agency also has an uncivic face of 
intolerance, exclusion and resolution of differences through 
the use of violence that must also be recognised for its socio-
political effects and state responses to them.

Moreover, and ironically, increasing constraint on the 
public sphere noted previously testify to the fact that, in 
Africa, ruling regimes see civil society as a (potential) force 
to be reckoned with.  During Africa’s civil wars, leaders on 
both sides of a conflict – Sudan, Ethiopia, the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo – have controlled areas containing 
operations of the same international NGOs.  For many now 
in power, this experience has been an education in terms 
of NGO political-economy, feeding regime suspicion about 
motives, roles, opportunism and self-serving entrepreneur-
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ialism.  In many countries; the domain of civic action is 
viewed with suspicion, despite the fact that many rulers 
came into power through the support of civil society or were 
themselves part of the civil society formations before.  It is 
no surprise, therefore, that legislation constraining civil so-
ciety organisations, like NGOs, are enacted as pre-emptive 
strikes to any potential threat to the regime and its control 
of the public space.  Because civil society is deemed a seri-
ous contender for the same space, it is co-opted or treated as 
an enemy rather than a partner.  At the heart of such laws 
is a broader political strategy to decapitate any opposition, 
in particular that of a political nature.  Even countries with 
‘friendly’ NGO legislation, show a tendency to control and 
repress civic expression and agency.  

Perhaps more confusing is the historical and contem-
porary role that civil society, particularly its expression in 
aid-related NGO-ism, plays in providing a ‘holding ground’ 
for aspiring or rejected or retiring African politicians.  It can 
be argued that, as part of their political repertoire, leaders in 
Africa often rely on variations of NGO-ism, as well as creat-
ing and using civic associations for personal ends. The point 
is that the connection between civil society, political society 
and governance in African countries is a complex affair that 
has yet to be subjected to systematic, critical and compara-
tive scrutiny.  In other words, the theme of the meeting and 
panel is not about civil society in its technical functions, for 
example, in providing services or mutual support.  Rather, 
it is an opportunity to explore the processes that tie citizen’s 
self-organised formations to the state and visa versa.  This 
call is, therefore, for papers whose analysis of the recent 
closure of public spheres by nation states is located in the 

broader question of African governance.
Abstracts are invited that address the democracy-

governance theme. Other themes that can be addressed in-
clude:

• The relationship between aided and un-aided civil 
   society and the public sphere.
• Civil society and NGO-specific laws in Africa and 
   the contestation of the public sphere. 
• States, citizenship and the public sphere in Africa.
• The African Diaspora and the Public sphere.
• Regional Economic Communities, the Africa Union 
   and sites for the contestation of the public sphere.

Abstract Submissions

Abstracts are invited in English and French.  To be con-
sidered for review and acceptance, an abstract must 

meet the standards as set out in the ISTR Call for Con-
tributions. The abstract must indicate significant academic 
theoretical and empirical rigor and creativity by meeting the 
following minimum requirements:

• Working title
• The research problem
• Aim of the research
• Research question
• Theories and concepts informing the research
• Research methodology and design used
• Key theoretical and empirical findings
The abstract should be 800 words in length and should 

be sent to info@trustafrica.org or moyo@trustafrica.org
Selection of abstracts will follow ISTR’s process of 

blind review.

9th International ISTR 
Conference

Istanbul, Turkey

Deadline for Submissions:

October 19, 2009

Call for Contributions

Istanbul, Turkey
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A Research Conference on Voluntary 
Action: Volunteering Counts
1st and 2nd March 2010, Chancellor Hotel Conference 
Centre, Manchester, UK

There is growing discussion and debate within the pub-
lic, private and third sectors about the role and im-

pact of voluntary action and the difference volunteers are 
making to individuals and local communities. Policy mak-
ers are increasingly focusing on the role that volunteers 
can play in helping to deliver services and promote com-
munity cohesion, whilst organisations and groups grapple 
with how best to demonstrate the impact their services 
and volunteers are having. 

Alongside this are ongoing debates around the defi-
nition and measurement of voluntary action. National, re-
gional and local government and agencies are increasingly 
looking to measure levels of volunteering whilst discussions 
continue around the concept and definition of volunteering 
with debates on ‘compulsory’ voluntary service, incentives 
for volunteers and paying trustees.

This conference will bring together researchers, policy 
makers and practitioners to share and debate current re-
search on these issues. It will aim to help advance knowl-
edge and understanding on these topics and identify an 
agenda for future research. The event is being organised by 
the UK Volunteering Forum Research Group, a consortium 
of researchers from the Institute for Volunteering Research 
(IVR), Volunteer Development Agency Northern Ireland, 
Volunteer Development Scotland (VDS) and Wales Council 
for Voluntary Action (WCVA).

Research papers from researchers, policy makers and 
practitioners will be welcomed at the conference under the 
following broad themes:

• Defining and conceptualising volunteering- Papers 
might include: New ways of thinking about volunteering 
and who volunteers are; what is and what is not included in 
definitions of volunteering; the position and role of volun-
teers within policy discourse; and the challenges of under-
taking research on volunteering as it is defined.

• Measuring volunteering and counting volunteers- 
Papers might include: methods and approaches to measuring 
levels of voluntary action at national, regional or local level; 
comparative research on levels of volunteering; the issues of 
measuring informal and ‘below the radar’ volunteering. 

• The value and impact of volunteering- Papers might 
include: the social, cultural or economic impact of volun-

teering on volunteers, service users or the wider community; 
the role and contribution of voluntary action on different 
policy agendas; and methods, tools and approaches for as-
sessing the impact of volunteering.

Each paper should be presented in a 20 minute lec-
ture format, with an additional 10 minutes for discussion 
on the policy and practice implications of the research. We 
would also welcome themed sessions in which researchers, 
practitioners and policy makers will discuss one of the above 
themes, with audience participation. Each session will last 
1.5 hours. 

Abstract submissions should be emailed to Christine 
Reilly research@vds.org.uk by 5pm on October 22nd 2009

You can submit a proposal for either a single paper 
presentation or for a themed session. In all submissions, 
please be sure to include the name, organisation and email 
address of the presenting author(s) and the names of any 
co-authors. 

1. SINGLE PAPERS (30 minutes):  Please send us a 
400 to 600 word summary of your research. We welcome 
submissions discussing preliminary findings as well as those 
on completed projects. 

2. THEMED SESSIONS (1.5 hours):  Please submit a 
400 to 600 word proposal for a whole session, giving a clear 
overview of the topic and structure of the discussion which 
lists those who will be involved in delivering it. This may be 
structured as a panel, workshop, debate etc. on a particular 
theme, or a suite of two or three papers on related topics. 
Please specify the approach you plan to adopt.

If your abstract has been accepted to the conference 
you will be notified by mid November, 2009. Full papers 
(2000 to 2500 words) should be submitted by January 
29th 2010.

If your proposal is accepted you will need to book 
and pay for a place at the conference. Booking forms will 
be available in mid November.  For more information: Jo-
anna Stuart, Head of Research, Institute for Volunteering 
Research, E-mail: joanna.stuart@volunteeringengland.org; 
www.ivr.org.uk
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The Observatorio del Tercer Sector 
publishes the fi rst periodic research 
about Social Third Sector of 
Catalonia

The 2009 Yearbook of the Social Third Sector of 
Catalonia shows the growth of the non profits orga-
nizations in the last years

The publication is available here in Catalan 
www.anuaritercersectorsocial.cat

The 2009 Yearbook of the Social Third 
Sector of Catalonia, an initiative of the 

Taula d’entitats del Tercer Sector Social de 
Catalunya and the Observatorio del Tercer Sector, shows the 
reality of the non profits organizations that work in favor of 
the most vulnerable collectives in soci-
ety. It has been six years since the pub-
lication of White Book of the Civic-So-
cial Third Sector (2003). This research, 
elaborated by the Centre d’Estudis 
de Temes Contemporanis, was the be-
ginning of the Observatorio del Tercer 
Sector. The book, that offered the first 
information about the sector and ana-
lyzed the situation, was a reference re-
search for the organizations, the Public Administration and 
the University. However, the study had not been actualized 
since 2003, and that why the “2009 Yearbook of the Social 
Third Sector of Catalonia” was so necessary. This research 
took place between January 2008 and June 2009 and almost 
1,000 organizations of the social third sector of Catalonia 
had participated. 

The Taula and the Observatorio del Tercer Sector want-
ed to give continuity with that effort and decided to elabo-
rate a yearbook (every two years) that analyzes the evolution 
of the social third sector of Catalonia. In this project, the 
Taula contributed with its legitimacy, its large representation 
and its capacity of mobilizing human resources, economics 
resources and organizations in favor of this objective. The 
Observatorio del Tercer Sector contributes with its experi-
ence, its specialization in the third sector research, its inde-
pendence and its proximity and complicity with the sector.

“2009 Yearbook of the Social Third Sector of Cata-
lonia” has been possible thanks to the implication of many 
people and organizations that believed, from the beginning, 

in the importance of providing information and knowledge 
about Social Third Sector.

A growth period
Thanks to the study, it has been able 
to see how the Social Third Sector 
of Catalonia has undergone a strong 
growth in the last years and, at the 
same time, his impact has been in-
creased. Moreover, the social third sec-
tor has changed, some years ago it was 
an emergent sector and nowadays it has 
become a sector with an  important so-
cial presence and it is playing a relevant 
role in the society.  The comparison of 
the 2009 Yearbook information and the 

White Book of 2003 shows this evolution:

(*) The number of people beneficiary is an estimate of the people 
that had participated in the activities
organize by the organizations.

A period of improvement and development
a. People
The social third sector in Catalonia has doubled the number 
of citizens compromised, professionally, with the social ac-
tion. Nowadays, it has got more consolidated and compro-
mised teams. 

A medium size organization is formed by 84 people 
and 62% of the organizations have paid staff and 83% have 
volunteers in their teams. Women are still majority in the 
volunteering (66%) and in the paid staff team, despite that 
men have increased their presence in the volunteering teams 
(from 24% in 2003 to 34%, currently). The 41% of the vol-
unteering are people over 50 years old.

b. Financing
The economic volume of third sector and the budgets of the 

The 2009 Yearbook of the Social Third Sector of 
Catalonia shows the growth of the non profits orga-

Catalunya and the Observatorio del Tercer Sector, shows the 

A growth period
Thanks to the study, it has been able 
to see how the Social Third Sector 
of Catalonia has undergone a strong 
growth in the last years and, at the 
same time, his impact has been in-
creased. Moreover, the social third sec-
tor has changed, some years ago it was 
an emergent sector and nowadays it has 
become a sector with an  important so-
cial presence and it is playing a relevant 
role in the society.  The comparison of 
the 2009 Yearbook information and the 

    White Book 2003    2009 Yearbook

Number of organizations   5,600      7,500

Economic volume    900 millions of euros 1%       5,550 millions of euros 

    of the GDP catalan    2.8% of the GDP catalan

Number of paid staff   52,000      100,000

Number of volunteers   155,000      245,000

Number of people beneficiary*  1,000,000     1,700,000
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entities have growth in the last years. However, the finan-
cial framework of the organizations is still fragile, thus 
most of the public aids are finalists and according to the 
services. In addition, there are structural financial and in-
vestment problems. Nowadays, the average annual budget 
of the organizations is 766,000 euros whereas in 2003 was 
380,000 euros.

c. The organizations performance
The third sector has made progress in the establishment of 
process to improve the management of the organizations and 
in their commitment and quality. In fact, almost two thirds 
of the organizations with a budgetary volume between 1 and 
2 millions of euros have a management quality system. The 
ICT (Information and Communication Technologies) offer 
many advantages to the social sector: they promote the par-
ticipation, they facilitate the information flow, they enable 
management and information systems more horizontal   and 
closer to the third sector values, etc.

Currently, the most communication media used by the 
organizations is the website (67%), while in 2003 only the 
14% of the organizations used the website. 

d. The relations and the networking
The effort of working together, the consolidation of the um-
brellas organizations and the creation of the Taula d’entitats 
del Tercer Sector Social de Catalunya have a profound impact 
on the sector the last years, especially in terms of recognition 
and capacity of advocacy. Nowadays, the 79% belong to the 
umbrella structures.

Observatorio del Tercer Sector (OTS) is an indepen-
dent non-profit research center specializing on the third sec-
tor. Its aim is to increase and extend knowledge of the sector 
and to work for the improvement of nonprofit organizations’ 
management.

More information: www.observatoriotercersector.org
Contact person: Sara López (sara.lopez@tercersector.net)

Third Sector Organizations Get 
Transparency Initiatives Started

After a time of reflection, the third sector organizations 
are getting into the action. More than a hundred people 

from 70 non-profit organizations participated in the “2nd 
Iberoamerican Conference about Transparency in the Third 
Sector: The Transparency, a Value in the Practice.” The con-

ference was organized by Observatorio del Tercer Sector and 
celebrated July 6-7, 2009, in Caixa Forum Madrid (Spain). 
Moreover, there were representatives of Latin American or-
ganizations from six countries (Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, 
Nicaragua, Venezuela and Uruguay), various media, public 
administrations, universities, and private financers.

The Conference was a discussion space and a place to 
exchange experiences where, through papers, round tables 
and workshops, the participants emphasized the next im-
portant ideas:

Transparency as an Organizational Value
The third sector organizations set transparency in the center 
of their action, like a part of their own identity and also, 
to express their compromise with the mission and the val-
ues of the organization. Thus, transparency is an important 
element to generate social trust and to achieve legitimacy.  
Furthermore, transparency is a relevant key for the third 
sector to be able to act and to contribute to social transfor-
mation.

The Increasing Development of Accountability Tools
 Its is been long time since third sector organizations have 
got into the action and started to develop different account-
ability mechanisms to the people who make possible to 
achieve their mission (paid staff, volunteers, collaborating 
entities, financers…)

Leading Good Practices of Transparency
The third sector organizations are carrying out practices 
that favor accountability in different levels: tools according 

Kumi Naidoo closes the 2nd Iberoamerican Conference about 
Transparency in the Third Sector
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to the donor; codes of conduct, accountability practice for 
results, achievement and challenge; information and com-
munication technologies (ICT) as a transparency tool and 
the definition of quality standards, among other things.

The Challenge of the Accountability to the Beneficiaries
The advances in the transparency culture have stated some 
challenge for improving in this ambit. For instance, the ac-
countability to the collectives beneficiaries, involving them 
in the design, planning and evaluation. In the development 
cooperation, the participants emphasized the necessity of es-
tablishing equal relations among north organizations and 
south organizations and the necessity of making progress 
in the accountability to the counterparts of the developing 
countries.

Advancing in the Shared Construction of 
Self-regulatory Principles 
Although, there are evaluation initiatives of transparency 
promoted by external agents to the third sector, civil society 
organizations are making efforts for advancing the search 
and definition of common standards.  Organizations must 
be able to go ahead with the external requirements and to 
promote tools from the sector to make the accountability 
easier.  Following this trend, Kumi Naidoo, honorific presi-
dent of CIVICUS and future international executive direc-
tor of Greenpeace from November 2009, pointed out in the 
closing ceremony that “if we do not regulate ourselves from 
the sector, we will be regulated by externals agents.”  In 
his speech, Naidoo raised the importance of self-regulation 
from the sector and the necessity of “cherishing and taking 
care of the social trust, the most appreciated value in the 
third sector organizations.” 

For more information: www.observatoriotercersector.
org; contact person: Sara López (sara.lopez@tercersector.net).

Focus on New Institutional Member

ISTR welcomes our new institutional member to the ISTR 
community -- The International Center for Researches & 

Studies, Medad Center.  The center is located in Jeddah, 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

The Medad Center is an international center for non-
profit development, with the aim to enhance its role by pro-
viding interested decision makers with documented data 
and strategic studies based on scientific spirit, professional-
ism and objectivity towards a permanent partnership.

The general objectives include:      
• Studying the nonprofit reality and its future;
• Implementing and reinforcing  nonprofit concepts;
• Focusing on awareness programs to reinforce the
   role of nonprofit as a third party in growth;
• Establishing a corporate vision and interpreting it
   into nonprofit programs along with the definition of 
   the work priorities therewith in.
• Bridging gaps and ambivalence within authorities,
   enterprises and individuals’ efforts in implementing 
   nonprofit projects.
• Quality upgrading of nonprofit enterprise

After several studies, the center has come out with five 
research programs with the capability of helping with the 
upgrading of the nonprofit business and to find a remedy  to 
the shortage of research and data the nonprofit sector actu-
ally suffers from: 

• The future of the nonprofit business program;
• The nonprofit’s participation in the general growth
   program;
• The world’s best practices program;
• Nonprofit Administrative and financial efficiency
   program;
• Database for the nonprofit sector program
The Center’s Services will include an annual strategic 

report, special reports, nonprofit sector studies and research-
es, preparation of seminars and forums, translation and press 
news, studies of feasibility of nonprofit projects and perfor-
mance and quality assessment.  Contact: info@medadcenter.
com



 

Civil Society.  2nd  Revised Edition. By 
Michael Edwards. Cambridge, UK: 
Polity Press, 2009. 192 pages. Cost: US 
$22.95.  To order: www.wiley.com  

Since its publication in 2004, 
Civil Society has become a standard 
work of reference for all those who 
seek to understand the role of volun-
tary citizen action in the contempo-
rary world. 

In this thoroughly-revised edi-
tion, Michael Edwards updates the 
arguments and evidence presented 
in the original and adds major new 
material on issues such as civil so-
ciety in Africa and the Middle East, global civil 
society, information technology and new forms of citizen 
organizing. He explains how in the future the pressures of 
state encroachment, resurgent individualism, and old and 
familiar forces of nationalism and fundamentalism in new 
clothes will test and re-shape the practice of citizen action in 
both positive and negative ways. Civil Society will help read-
ers of all persuasions to navigate these choppy waters with 
greater understanding, insight and success. 

Colleges and universities, foundations and NGOs, 
public policy-makers, journalists and commissions of in-
quiry – all have used Edwards’s book to understand and 
strengthen the vital role that civil society can play in deep-
ening democracy, re-building community, and addressing 
poverty, inequality and injustice. This new edition will be 
required reading for anyone who is interested in creating a 
better world through voluntary citizen action. 

Mexican Solidarity: Citizen Participation 
and Volunteering. Edited by Jacqueline 
Butcher. The Netherlands: Springer, 
(forthcoming December 2009). 300 
pages. Cost: US $129. To order: www.
springer.com 

This comprehensive volume pres-
ents research on Mexican practices 
of solidarity where citizens were en-
gaged in working towards helping 
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others voluntarily. It set out to investigate the na-
ture and quality of the work and time that volun-
teers give towards obtaining the common good, in 
a country where the awareness of the importance of 
social capital needs to be reinforced for the develop-
ment of democracy.

The purpose of this research was not only to 
present numbers, facts, and data on a national scale 
but also to explore the depths of citizen participation 
in the everyday lives and activities of the Mexican 
population. Mexico’s Solidarity provides a strong con-
tribution by finding ways to promote and maintain 
social cohesion through the best volunteer practices. 
The techniques and findings of this case study on 
Mexico provide a valuable contribution to the Non-
profit and Third Sector research internationally.

Policy Initiatives Towards the Third Sec-
tor in International Perspective. Edited by 
Benjamin Gidron and Michal Bar. The 
Netherlands: Springer, (forthcoming 
December 2009). 215 pages. Cost: US 
$129. To order: www.springer.com.

Over the past decade, the third sector 
has had tremendous growth world-
wide in both size and importance.  
As many countries struggle to ad-
dress this changing reality, many 
have adopted policy initiatives aimed at chang-
ing the ways the third sector is addressed. It is a complex 
process involving different fields of practice, different levels 
of government, and different types of third sector organiza-
tions. Contributions from eight countries, all of whom have 
recently enacted policy initiatives towards the third sector 
include: UK, Canada, Hungary, India, Germany, Ireland, 
Israel and Japan are included.  The studies are comprehen-
sive: from reviewing  current policy, enacting new laws, su-
pervisory mechanisms, and modes of funding. 

The thorough analysis in this volume will provide 
a new understanding of the policy initiatives in the eight 
countries studied, as well as guiding principles for other 
countries that may implement such initiatives in the future. 
The resulting work will give researchers in sociology, social 
work, third sector research, and international economics a 

Mexican Solidarity: Citizen Participation 

Policy Initiatives Towards the Third Sec-
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Benjamin Gidron and Michal Bar. The 
Netherlands: Springer, (forthcoming 
December 2009). 215 pages. Cost: US 
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seek to understand the role of volun-
tary citizen action in the contempo-

ciety in Africa and the Middle East, global civil 

others voluntarily. It set out to investigate the na-
ture and quality of the work and time that volun-
teers give towards obtaining the common good, in 
a country where the awareness of the importance of 
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This comprehensive volume pres-
ents research on Mexican practices 
of solidarity where citizens were en-
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new framework for understanding the Third Sector: its role 
in society, and its relationships with government, the mar-
ket, and the citizens of the country.

The Welfare State in Post-Industrial So-
ciety: A Global Perspective. By Jason 
Powell and Jon Hedricks. The Neth-
erlands: Springer, 2009. 376 pages. 
Cost: US $129. To order: www.
springer.com

In recent years, major social forces 
such as: aging populations, social 
trends, migration patterns, and the 
globalization of economies, have 

reshaped social welfare policies and practices across the 
globe. Multinational corporations, NGOs, and other inter-
national organizations have begun to influence social policy 
at a national and local level. Among the many ramifications 
of these changes is that globalizing influences may hinder 
the ability of individual nation-states to effect policies that 
are beneficial to them on a local level.  With contributions 
from thirteen countries worldwide, the collected work in-
cludes an analysis on the effect of globalization on the inter-
national welfare state.

The Welfare State in Post-Industrial Society is divided into 
two major sections: the first draws from a number of leading 
social welfare researchers from diverse countries who point 
to the nation-state as case studies; highlighting how it goes 
about establishing and revising social welfare provisions. The 
second portion of the volume then moves to a more global 
perspective in its analysis and questioning of the impact of 
globalization on citizenship, aging and marketization.

Leadership for Development. What 
Globalization Demands of Leaders 
Fighting for Change. By Dennis A. 
Rondinelli and John M. Hef-
fron. West Hartford, CT: Ku-
marian Press, 2009. 340 pag-
es.  Cost: US $75 hardback, 
$US 24.95 paperback. To or-
der: www.kpbooks.com

Although the extraordinary 
leadership that stimulated Eu-
ropean recovery efforts in the late 1940s and early 1950s is 
now widely celebrated as a model for international devel-
opment assistance, the role of leadership in development is 
too often taken for granted. Rondinelli and Heffron argue 
persuasively that leadership is the hallmark of almost ev-
ery successful effort at international development since the 
late 1940s, and that its absence is the underlying cause of 
most development failures. 

Leadership for Development examines fundamen-
tal issues: the tools leaders use to achieve development 
goals; how culture and interdependence among govern-
ments and organizations affects leadership styles; where 
leaders get their advice from – experts, non-experts, aca-
demic or non-academic elites – and if it matters; wheth-
er transformational or transactional leadership styles are 
more effective; and the lessons that can be drawn from 
examining the traits of successful leaders. Focusing 
largely on the Pacific Basin region and Latin America, 
the book offers valuable case studies for development 
practitioners looking to increase their effectiveness in a 
highly interdependent global society. 

The Welfare State in Post-Industrial So-The Welfare State in Post-Industrial So-
ciety: A Global Perspective.
Powell and Jon Hedricks. The Neth-
erlands: Springer, 2009. 376 pages. 
Cost: US $129. To order: www.
springer.com

In recent years, major social forces 
such as: aging populations, social 
trends, migration patterns, and the 
globalization of economies, have 

reshaped social welfare policies and practices across the 
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Report: The State and the 
Voluntary Sector

The NCVO announces its latest research exploring recent 
trends in the funding relationship between government 

and the voluntary sector. The voluntary sector in modern 
Britain is a major force for social and economic change. 
With an expenditure of over £33 billion and a paid work-
force of 634,000, the voluntary sector is also a key player in 
the modernisation and delivery of public services. At a time 
when public expenditure is under pressure, policy-makers 
and voluntary sector leaders need the latest intelligence on 
the statutory funding relationship.

“The State and the Voluntary Sector”, sponsored by 
Rockpools and supported by The Guardian, provides a 
unique analysis and acts a guide for policy-makers, volun-
tary sector leaders and anyone interested in the sector. 

  Copies of the report are available from www.ncvo-
vol.org.uk/publications. For further information on the re-
search please see www.ncvo-vol.org.uk/almanac or contact 
Jenny Clark at Jenny.Clark@ncvo-vol.org.uk. 

New Baring Foundation Volume 
on Voluntary Action

The First Principle of Voluntary Action: Essays on the Inde-
pendence of the Voluntary Sector from Government in Cana-

da, England, Germany, Northern Ireland, Scotland, the United 
States of America and Wales, edited by Matthew Smerdon, 
includes essays from academics that review issues relating to 
voluntary organizations’ independence from government in 
seven countries.

 The Baring Foundation is a grant making trust in 
the UK. The current focus of its Strengthening the Volun-
tary Sector grants program is on helping voluntary organi-
zations maintain their independence from government. The 
essays in the new volume confirm that independence from 
government is fundamental to the principal and practice of 
voluntary action. The contributors also consider how this 
independence can be threatened and power exercised over 
voluntary action.  Finally they share lessons about what ac-
tions voluntary organizations can take to protect their inde-
pendence.

The report can be found online at: www.baringfoun-
dation.org.uk 

International Conference on Civil 
Society Development 

The European Citizen Action Service (ECAS) and 
National Foundation for Civil Society Develop-

ment (NFCSD) are hosting their fourth international 
conference, “Strengthening the Triangle CSOs-Na-
tional Governments-European Commission,” which 
will take place October 19-20 in Zadar, Croatia. This 
conference will focus on evaluating the progress made 
on establishing structures and the legal framework 
for the establishment of sustainable tripartite civil dia-
logue in the countries of the region and the development 
of CSOs in wider Europe.

This series of conferences is part of a discussion at the 
EU and national levels about creating sustainable partner-
ship relations between civil society actors, EU, and national 
authorities. Partners sponsoring the event include: the Euro-
pean Citizen Action Service; IMPACT; the National Foun-
dation for Civil Society Development; and the Civil Society 
Facility. The fourth conference provides an opportunity to 
benchmark the progress of IPA countries and the region in 
sustainable civil society development and to announce new 
initiatives for 2010.

Registration information and conference programs are 
available at http://www.ecas-citizens.eu/.

8th Asian Forum on Corporate 
Social Responsibility

The 8th Asian Forum on Corporate Social Responsibility 
will be held on November 19 and 20, 2009, in Manila, 

Philippines.  The theme of this year’s forum is “Sustaining 
CSR in Difficult Times: How Business Can Benefit and Why 
It Still Makes Business Sense.” This Forum will feature the 
integration of plenary sessions addressed by keynote speak-
ers, special interest sessions that focus on specific dynamics, 
learnings and best practices of companies, an expo featuring 
specific company CSR programs, and optional field visits to 
innovative CSR program sites in and around Manila. Addi-
tionally, senior executives from several nations representing 
government, corporate and NGOs will be workshop speak-
ers at the event.
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2nd EMES International Ph.D. 
Summer School 2010 

The Three SE pillars: Social Entrepreneurship, Social 
Economy and Solidarity Economy” is the focus of the 

2nd EMES International PhD Summer School. The event 
will take place at Centre for Social Entrepreneurship (CSE), 
Roskilde University in Denmark in the last week of June 
2010 (exact days to be confirmed). Visit www.emes.net 
for updates on the program and news about the Summer 
School.

New Volume of the International 
Journal of Not-for-Profit Law

The International Center of Not-for-Profit Law an-
nounces the release of Volume 11, Issue 4 of the 

International Journal of Not-for-Profit Law, edited by 
Stephen Bates. This issue includes a special section on 
Restrictions on Foreign Funding of Civil Society in ad-
dition to articles that address trauma in civil society, 
NGO law in Kenya, the civil sector in Poland and social 
entrepreneurship. The current journal is available online 
at http://www.ijnl.org and by subscription.

Master’s of Social Enterprise

The Master’s Degree in Social Economy and Management 
of Non-Profit Organizations (MES), a degree offered 

by the University of Barcelona, has become the Master’s of 
Social Enterprise. Its aim is to contribute to the profession-
alization of the sector by strengthening the management 
skills of directors and heads of cooperatives, associations, 
foundations and employee-owned businesses.

The Institute of Continuous Education of the Univer-
sity of Barcelona (IL3) and the Research Center on Econom-
ics and Society (CIES) are responsible for the organization of 
the MES in collaboration with the Andrew Young School of 
Policy Studies Non-Profit Studies Program at Georgia State 
University (AYSPS-GSU) in Atlanta, Georgia, (USA).

Through the course of the development of modern 
societies an economic reality linking market and state has 
been emerging; it is identified by the terms Social Econo-
my, Third Sector, Solidarity Economy, NGOs, and Social 
Enterprise. This includes not-for-profit business initiatives 

with the mission of offering services to the community. 
These dynamic organizations are growing rapidly all over 
the world, creating employment and wealth primarily in the 
public services sector in activities related to culture, educa-
tion, health, social services, cooperation, and entertainment.  
These business initiatives have emerged in order to satisfy 
citizens’ growing demands for social well-being.

This Master’s program provides management skills for 
social enterprises. These skills facilitate business manage-
ment by analyzing the main lines of current thinking on 
governance, transparency, and accountability in organiza-
tions. With these skills, leaders and directors will be able to 
understand the degree of development in their own organi-
zations toward management based on global efficiency.

The Master’s is taught by university professors and 
experts from various areas of specialization. It is a multi-
disciplinary and multicultural Master’s program in which 
participants will have the opportunity to interact with other 
leaders of businesses and non-profit organizations from Eu-
rope, the United States and Latin America. Because it is an 
international program, students can write in Spanish, Eng-
lish, French, Italian and Portuguese. Anyone who is able to 
read and understand texts in Spanish is eligible to do this 
Master’s program.

The program is tailored to directors and university 
graduates who are working in or who would like to work 
in the area of social enterprises and organizations that pro-
vide public services.  It is also aimed at professionals in the 
public sector who are interested in learning about, design-
ing, implementing and evaluating public policies.  For more 
information, info@mes-d.net; www.mes-d.net

Join the Nonprofit Community 
Discussion to Build Stronger 
Organizations by 2020

Independent Sector invites your ideas to chart a bet-
ter 2020.  On Wednesday, September 16, 2009, IS 

launched an important national conversation to analyze 
both the challenges and possibilities that will affect the 
nonprofit and foundation community for years to come 
and to develop groundbreaking strategies that will shape 
our future. 

FutureLab: An Online Challenge for the Nonprofit 
Community to Chart a Vibrant 2020 (www.independent-
sector.org/future/) is designed to help the sector build a 

“
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“Inside ISTR” is published by the International 
Society for Third-Sector Research (ISTR). 
Please submit materials/information for publi-
cation to the ISTR Secretariat:

International Society for 
Third-Sector Research (ISTR)
559 Wyman Park Building
3400 North Charles Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21218-2688 USA
Telephone: 410.516.4678

FAX: 410.516.4870
http://www.istr.org

Margery B. Daniels, Executive Director 
e-mail: istr@jhu.edu

Donna L. Jakuta, Administrative Coordinator
e-mail: donna.jakuta@jhu.edu

brighter future by providing a forum to share big ideas and 
identify common goals that will strengthen our organiza-
tions and expand our individual and combined impact. By 
joining the online challenge, you will be able to share your 
ideas and get feedback from peers while contributing to the 
sector’s collective thinking.   

IS also urges you to encourage all your respective 
stakeholders to participate: Board of Directors, staff, cli-
ents, beneficiaries, partners, donors, grantors, grantees, 
coalition partners, affiliates and volunteers – all vital 
voices for the cause.

In early 2010, the best ideas and insights and those 
of greatest interest will be summarized and published so 
that leaders can draw upon our collective thinking to inform 
their own work and help to build a better 2020.

Please take a few minutes and make a very important 
contribution to the future of the nonprofit community.  We 
look forward to the debate and sharing preliminary findings 
with you at our Annual Conference – November 4 – 6, 2009 
in Detroit.

www.independentsector.org/AnnualConference/2009/ 

Master in International Studies in 
Philanthropy and Social Innovation 
(V edition: January 2010- March 2011) 

The Master in International Studies and Social Innova-
tion (MISP) is the first multidisciplinary professional 

program in Europe, dedicated to philanthropy, and social 
innovation. MISP is an international program recognized 
as a post-graduate professionalizing course with a final di-
ploma.  

Since 2009 MISP is the main training course offered 
by the Research Centre on  Philanthropy and Social Innova-
tion – PHaSI, alongside a PhD program on Global  Stud-
ies in Philanthropy. In the 5th edition MISP will develop 
intercultural and multidisciplinary researches and practices 
with the support and the expertise of faculties and students 
coming from all over the world. 

The MISP program aims to contribute to educational 
excellence by providing postgraduate professional training 
in a field which is at present under-represented in the frame-
work of the European higher education system, while it is 
comparatively well-established in the US universities. This 
gap is significant, if one considers the role that foundations, 
corporate philanthropy, NPOs and NGOs are performing in 

the European context, with an increasing demand for profes-
sionalization and management skills which respond to the 
need of this emerging sector.  

MISP’s aim is to enhance European competitiveness in 
higher education by providing European and Third World 
Country students with a distinctive training that integrates 
specific knowledge and professional skills already developed 
in other programmes – particularly in the US – within a 
broad international and comparative perspective.  While the 
core focus of MISP are Human and Social Sciences,  the pro-
gramme also develops technical aspects related to manage-
ment and legal issues, as well as a strong articulation between 
educational programmes, research activities and field work. 
MISP aim is to strengthen and structure intercultural issues 
and to improve the patterns of interaction between European 
higher education system and the social and organizational 
framework of philanthropic institutions at the global scale. 

Full details about the programme, fees, fellowships, 
internship institutions, visa procedures, accommodations, 
etc. will be available on MISP web site www.misp.it by Sep-
tember 15th. We recommend applicants to read the informa-
tion carefully.  

The application deadline is December 14th, 2009. 
For any further information, please, contact MISP 

coordinator Deborah Bolognesi (deborah.bolognesi@misp.
it) and MISP tutor Pier Francesco Bellomaria (pier.
bellomaria@misp.it).
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November 19-21
38th Annual ARNOVA Conference, “Philanthropy in 
Communities:  Finding Opportunity in Crisis,” Cleveland, 
Ohio, USA.  Contact: conference@arnova.org; www.arnova.
org     

November 20-21
BoardSource Leadership Forum: Leading Change in the 
Emerging Economy, Orlando, Florida, USA. Contact: www.
boardsource.org/blf

December 1-3
VII Inter-American Conference on CSR: Facing Challenges 
with Responsibility, Conrad Punta del Este, Punta del Este, 
Uruguay. Contact: www.csramericas.org

January 28-29
5th Workshop on Trust Within and Between Organizations, 
Session X: Trust Within and Between Organizations in the 
Third Sector and Public Sector, Madrid, Spain. Contact: 
michelante@eiasm.be or www.eiasm.org/frontoffice/event_
announcement.asp?event_id=669#1904

March 1-2
The UK Volunteering Forum Research Group Confer-
ence, “Volunteering Counts”, Manchester, UK. Contact: 
research@vds.org.uk or http://ivr.org.uk/events/

March 16
Israeli Center for Third Sector Research Conference, “Chal-
lenges in Research and Training for the Third Sector, Ben 
Gurion University of the Negev, Beer Sheva, Israel.  Contact: 
ictr@bgu.ac.il, www. bgu.ac.il/ictr

July 7-10
Ninth International Conference of ISTR, “Facing Crises: 
Challenges and Opportunities Confronting the Third Sector 
and Civil Society,” Kadir Has University, Istanbul, Turkey. 
Contact: istristanbul@jhu.edu; www.istr.org
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October 1-2
2nd International CIRIEC Research Conference on the So-
cial Economy, “The Role and Contribution of Social Econ-
omy in a Globalized World Facing Challenges.” Östersund, 
Sweden. Contact: www.ciriec.ulg.ac.be

October 5-7
2009 Fall Conference for Community Foundations, San An-
tonio, Texas, USA. Contact: conferences@cof.org 

October 19-20
4th International Conference sponsored by the People to 
People Programme of the European Commission, “Strength-
ening the triangle CSOs- National Governments- European 
Commission”, IMPACT Centre, Zadar, Croatia. www.
ecas-citizens.eu/

October 28-30
Philanthropic Foundations Canada 2009 Conference - 
The Pulse of Philanthropy, Calgary, Alberta. www.pfc.ca/
2009conference/

November 2-4
6th ISTR Asia and Pacific Regional Conference on the Third 
Sector, “Changes, Challenges and New Opportunities for 
the Third Sector.”  Center for the Third Sector, National 
Chengchi University, Taipei, Taiwan.  Contact: 333@nccu.
edu.tw or http://333.nccu.edu.tw

November 4-6
Independent Sector 2009 Annual Meeting, Detroit Marriot 
Renaissance Center, Detroit, Michgan, USA. Contact: www.
independentsector.org/

November 19-20
8th Asian Forum on Corporate Social Responsibility: “Sus-
taining CSR in Difficult Times: How business can benefit 
and why it still makes business sense,” Manila, Philippines. 
Contact: www.asianforumcsr.com
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